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SILAS B. DUTCHEK. President of the
liamapo Water Company, Issued the
following reply yesterday to the inquiriesof the City Comptroller:

Brooklyn, N. Y.. Aug. 2o, 1899.
Bird S. Coler, Comptroller.
Dear Sir:, You ask upon what the offer

of the Ramapo Water Company to furnish
water to the City of New York is based.
The company will be glad to give you

any information relative to its affairs that
it is proper for you to ask, or that may
be required for the purpose of any examinationnecessary to be made In behalf of
the city.
The company's chief engineer was instructedupon the receipt of your letter to

confer with your engineers and to aid them
in making an examination of our watershedsand plans. He will go over the
watersheds with them, if they request it,
for that purpose.

'.vpeals for "the Truth.''
We fully appreciate and respect the desireof every officer of the city governmentwhose duty It is to act upon our projMnalto obtain whatever Information may

be necessary; we only ask that the search
for information shall be made in good
faith, and to ascertain the truth and the
whole truth, and that it be not a hunt to
discover or an effort to make up facts to
vindicate a judgment already formed and
to fortify a position already unalterably
assumed.

It is for the Interest of the city to accept
the offer of the company.or It Is net. if
the latter, it should ue so stated. If the
former, the proposition should be passed
upon temperately and upon its merits.
A fair and unbiased investigation will includean impartial examination of the petitionsand presentations of citizens, and the

official reports upon the subject, which ure
on record with the Board of Publ'c Improvements,and with which you should be
familiar.

Basis of the Offer.
The offer made by the company is based

upon the demand of more than twelve hnn-1
dred property owners and taxpayers of this1
city.merchants, banks, bankers, real t state1
men, hotel keepers, insurance men and;
others, representing hundreds of millions |
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Giving the Water Contract
v and Shifts Resnon-
i Petitioner.
of dollars of property values.whose signaturesare attached to the petitions embodied
in the memorial of the Board of Fire Underwriterspresented to the Board of PublicImprovements on June 14, 18!)8.
These business men. property owners and

tax pavers, asked the city to provide a
supply of water by gravity under a pressure
sufficient to make pumping unnecessary,
as a protection against tire and for sanitaryuses. They said that the increase in
real estate values (which the Real Estate
Exchange of Brooklyn declared would beatleast 23 per cent) that would result
from an abundant supply of water bygravity, and the saving in the cost of
pumping, and in insurance, because of the
greater security against Are, would amount
to very much more than such a water supplywould cost.

Petitinn nf 1 HSU

In 1883 Cornelius N. Bliss. John Claflin,
William L. Strong, Charles S. Smith, W""iamE. Teft, Jacob Wendell and others, as
a committee, representing several hundred
banks, bankers, merchants and other businessmen and property owners, in co-operationwith the Board of Fire Underwriters.petitioned for and secured the enactmentby the Legislature of a law permittingthe Commissioners of the Sinking
Fund of New York City to contract with a
private company for a supply of water by
gravity at a pressure due to an elevation of
three hundred feet above tide.
In their petition to the Legislature they

said:
The additional supply of water from the

Croton system cannot be delivered in the city
at an elevation materially higher than the
present supply from that district, while the
water from the Orange and Rockland districts
can be delivered at an elevation which will
secure a pressure amply sufficient to force the
water, without pumping machinery, over the
highest buildings in any part of the city.
Your memorialists earnestly urge that what-

oror 1 orrlal oiinp mav La nrlar,t..,1 mfnr/inna +a

a new aqueduct and increased supply of water
from the Croton district, provision shall immediatelybe made for tie introduction of a
special service from the streams of Orange and
Rockland County districts.

Supply Strongly Urged.
Whet" the law was passed the gentlemen

above named urged the Commissioners of;
the Sinking Fund to take the neeessary
steps to secure such a water supply, and
property owners and insurance men have
not ceased since then to demand that such
a supply should be provided for.
The history of their efforts to induce the
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President Dotcher Receiving:

PAPERS SERVED ON
SILASUUTCHER.

Ram apo Company's
President BlandlyAcceptsThem.

In pursuance of the procedure prescribed
by law papers were served yesterday morningupon Silas B. Dutcher in the action
instituted by the Journal looking to the
dissolution of the Ramapo grab company.
Mr/Dutcher is the vigorous and complacentold politlcan who was selected on

forty-eight hours' notice to serve as presidentof the Itamano concern, when Benja-
uiin F. Tracy resigned the job to run as

Piatt's candidate for Mayor.
He smiled yesterday when the papers in

the action to put an end to the ltamapo
concern were presented to him. He was
bland, affable and fatherly.
President Dutcher wears flowing side

whiskers, which lend an appearance of
beningnity to a rather pleasing countenance.He has small, twinkling eyes, a big
nose and a large, forcible mouth. The
upper lip, broad and full, is clean-shaven.
He was seated at his desk when the processserver and a Journal reporter entered

the office. There was no formality about
obtaining admission, into Mr. Dutcher's
office. The place is "wide open." Newsboy,politician, bootblack and banker equallyare admitted, whether they have ltamapocertificates or not.
"Sit down, gentlemen," said President

Dutcher.
Then, swinging around on his chair, he

inquired in the most benign of voices,
"What can I do for youV"
President Dutcher twice perused the

legal document from beginning to end.
All the while he chewed a quill toothpick.
His jaws worked ceaselessly. At last he
looked at the mysfitied process server over
the top edge of his spectacles, and smil-

"All right, s'r. I acknowledge the serviceof these papers. Good, morning."
The inflection of that "Good morning"

was like balm. Mr. Dutcher's very accentswere benediction. His speech, first
and last, was 1 oneyed as is the bee-hive
at the close of Summer time. 1
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city to act upon this demand of its citizens
and taxpayers is fully set forth in the me-!
inorifil and petitions presented to the Board
of Public improvements by the Board of:
Fire Underwriters fourteen months ago, as
above referred to.
The Itamapo Water Company was organizedto enable the city to obtain such a

water supply without increasing its burden
of debt.
The company has offered to furnish such

a supply, and has secured and has vested
In It all the rights necessary to enable it to
do so; but it has not asked and It has not
expected the city to accept its proposal
unless the officers charged with that duty
determined it to be for the best Interest of
the city. That is, and will continue to be,
jour position.

Xecewslty for More Water.
The necessity that provision shall be

made at once for an increased water supplyis shown by the official reports, and has
been fully realized by the public during
the recent dry season.
The newspapers have repeatedly called

upon the city authorities to provide more
and better water. Column after column has
been published in denunciation of the presentsupply, both on account of Its lack of
pressure and bad quality, the Croton be-
ing described1 as deficient in quantity and,;
offensive n color, taste and smell; while (
In Brooklyn many families do not drink the j
water under the advice of physicians, who
have ascribed the occurrence of typhoid
fever to its use. In both Manhattan and J
Brooklyn the water Is drawn, to a very j
large extent, from tanks, into which It must
first be pumped, and which are frequently ;

filthy and dangerous to health, more espe- j
daily among the poor In the tenement house 1
districts. f
The newspnpers and their readers have \

protected against these conditions for i
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His Appeal for More Water
Nulled by Recent

Report.
Dalton, Commissioner of Water Supply, is

hoist on his own petard.
Leagued with Holahan in the effort to

pass the Ramapo steal through the Board
of Public Works, he advanced in justificationof his cause a report decrying the
present supply of water, and urging that
there was immediate need of a greater
one, such, of course, as the Ramapo job-1
bers declare they are prepared to furnish.

'j^his report of Dalton's, which, though
adopted and presented by him *was in
reality the work of the Ramapo company's
lawyers, was the principal ground for the
efforts of Hoiauan and his merry men to
award the $200,000,000 contract.
But now, and in the best of season, Daltonis conclusively contradicted out of his

own office.
His official report, compiled by the engineersof the Water Department, gives the

lie to the declaration made as u ground
for his vote in favor of Ramapo.
New York is not threatened with a water

famine. Here is what Commissioner Dalton'sreal, official report says:
"In f>niiAi»niltf»rw*<> thp ttflllirnl flow

of the streams lias not only lieen
sufficient to supply all the needs of
the population without drafts on
stored water, but also to till all the
stornKe reservoirs to blah-water
mark, and to allow a surplus of
HI,250,000,000 (average 080,000.000
nations per day), to run over the
Croton dam."
So, instead of the city being in danger

without the Kamapo .$200,000,000 supply,
there was wasted from the Croton sources'
during the quarter ending March 31 680.-
000.000 gallons of water a day, while the
daily supply used was about 200,000,0001
gallons.
When Comptroller Coler saw the report
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years.
The fearful danger of a fire In this city,1

like that of Chicago, in which property;greater in value than the entire assets
of all the insurance companies In the
world might be destroyed, with the ac-1eompanying loss of life, because of the!
lack of water under sufficient pressure and.
the consequent dependence 011 pumps, is
fully demonstrated by the statement of
insurance men referred to.
The awful calamity of the Windsor Hoteltire, and the failure to get water to

the upper part of the Home Insurance
Building, when it was burned, are not
forgotten.

A Low Water Pressure.
The water pressure in New York, as

shown by the Board of Fire Underwriters.
Is lower than In any other large c ity In
the United States: it is the lowest on a
list of three hundred cities, towns and vil-
lages; and the quantity used in New York,
per capita is less thun it is in Philadelphia,Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, Pitts-
burg, Uichmond, Albany, Bridgeport, Port-1land and other cities. The underwriters
?ave a list of some thirty cities using a
ireater quantity of water per capita than
S'ew York.
As shown by the official reports, the consumptionof water in Brooklyn already exceedsthe dry year limit of supply, and It

s very .nearly reached in Manhattan and
Bronx.
For many years New York has taken

water by contract from the city of Yonkers,
end pays for it thirteen cents per one
aundred cubic feet, which amounts to $173
i million gallons, and sells it to the people
for twenty cents per one hundred cubic
feet, or $267 a million gallons, and 1 under-j
stand that there are eleven private com
aanles now selling water *o the city or dl
roctly to householders within the city Him-
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yesterday, published in extenso, with
peges of substantiatory figures, in the City
Record, he said: "It is very fortunate that
this report of Commissioner Dalton's
should come out just at this time. I had
thought that perhaps it might be necessary
for my engineers to investigate the Crotou
supply before the board is crilled upon to
vote on the Ramapo contract, but the reportdoes away with all need. It shows
conclusively that there is no danger of a

water famine In Manhattan and the Bronx
for the next twenty-five years."
The report goes on to say:
"The normal conduit capacity for the

daily supply of the Borough of Manhattanand the Bronx is: New Aqueduct. .'500,1000,000gallons; Old Aqueduct, 80,000,000
gallons: the Bronx and Byram Conduits,
'J0.000.000 gallons; total, 400,000,000 gallons.
All that is necessary to assure this supply
at all seasons is the construction of storage
reservoir to retain the surplus in wet seasonsin sufficient quantity to tide over the
longest and severest drought which may
occur."

FATE OF STEAMSHIP
CREW IS IN DOUBT.

Only Five Men of the Tekoa, Wrecked
on a Pacific Isle, Known to Have

Escaped.

Vnlpnrniso. Auk. 2!5..The British
bark Iredale, Captain I'lunkett, arrived
here to-day from Barry with the second
officer and four of the crew of the British
steamer Tekoa. Captain Ford, which had

struck on Staten Island, in the Pacific, on

August 7.
'the fate of the remainder of the crew of

the Tekoa is unknown. The Tekoa left
Wellington July 19 for London.

Up-to-Dute Washington Police.
Washington. Aug. 25..Major Sylvester, Chief of

Police, lias decided to furnish the members of the
local force with cartridges for their revolvers containingsmokeless powder and much lighter bullets.
The cartridges will hereafter contain five grama of
powder instead ol titteen. .Major nyivesier oenevca

this will increase the efficiency of the force and
reduce the danger 1o the general citizen by reducingthe distance bullets will be carried.

Heat's Victim on a Cool Day.
James Taft. thirty-seven years old, of No. 238

West Sixty-first street, was overcome by the beat

yesterday nt Fifty-seventh street end Seventh avenue.He was taken to Roosevelt Hospital. He will
survive.
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its. Tho city has, I am informed, twentyonecontract's with these companies, some
of them of long standing.

"Leadling Men" Ask It.

The objection to obtaining water by con'tract with a private company has no force

in this instance, as our leading business
men* property owners and taxpayers have

asked that it shall be done, and petitioned
the Legislature to enact a law permitting
it to be fton*, new York City now having,
as said, a number of contracts with priyui-j
water companies.
The Kaniapo Water Company will delivei

water to tho city for less than its watei
now costs the city, and the city will supply
it to the people, through its present watei
works and will get for it at present rates
more than it will pay, as shown by thf
report of the Commissioner of Water Sup
ply.
To build the works necessary to supply

n.hn,<- tho /vnniniinv- will furnish will ( (is1

as estimated by the city's engineer, fron
$70,000,000 to $100,000,000. It might cosi
more. The city's engineers estimated thai
the new Oroton aqueduct and reservoir?
would cost $10,500,000. They have alreadj
cost $38,000,000. The Ramapo Water Com
pany's pipe lines'will be about three timet
the length of the Croton aqueduct.
The company is ready to proceed with

the construction of the necessnry works the
day after the contract is made

City Xot Prepared.
The city is not prepared to construct

such works, and could not be for some

time to come; ancl to do so it must increase
its debt to an amount far above the const'tutionallimit, to the exclusion of all other
public works until the Increase was pa'd.
And the amount, whatever 1t might be,
must be paid, principal and interest, out o 1
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TRACY WORKED FOR
THE RAMAPO BILL

Colonel Ashley W. Cole
Says He Asked Mortonto Sign It.

Alhinnv Aurr 9:"».Tnfnrmntinn <\Tn« r»h_

taiued to-day that General Benjamin F.
Tracy was the advocate who obtained GovernorMorton's approval of the bill of
11895 which so greatly increased the powersof the Ramapo "Water Company.

Colonel Ashley W. Cole, president of
the State Railroad Commission, who was

jprivate secretary to Governor Morton,
when asked to-day about the circumjstances under which the Ramapo bill was

signed by Governor Morton, -said:
'"Not much interest was taken in the

Ramapo plan then. It was thought to be
chimerical. I believe there was no hearingon the bill, but my recollection is that
General Benjamin F. Tracy either wrote a

letter favoring the bill or spoke to the
Governor about it."

host Captain in Hurricane.
Newport News, Va., Aug. 25..The schooner

Oscar C. Smith arrived here to-day bearing many
marks of her struggle with the recent hurricane
which swept up the Atlantic Coast. She ran into
it t<> the southeast of Cape Hatteras. On August
18, Mate Oltiious says, the wind blew at the rate
of at least ninety miles an hour. While Captain
Crawford ,vas 011 deck giving orders a neavy sea
washed him overboard, and in spite of the efforts of
the crew lie was lost.

Boy Dies in a Sewer Basin.
Little Charlie Haupt, the two and a half year

old son of Charles Haupt, of Newark, N. J., was

found dead in a sewer basin at the corner of Brill
and Bowery streets, yesterday morning. He had
wandered away from his home Thursday afternoon
and had fallen through the opening in the curb
side of the top stone, whe^e he had been suffocated.

> COMPTROL
Declines to Produce the

ports for Public Scrul
Is Financi;

the tax levy, within twenty years.
The question to be determined by the c ty

officials charged with that, duty is:
Shall the city build the necessary water

works, adding their cost to its debt: or,
Shall 't obtain the required supply by

contract, without expending a dollar, or incurringany liability or dent whatever?
The question of cost of distribution withintlie city limits does not enter into the

matter, as that would be the same in either
case.

It is a simple business proposition.
If the city determines to contract
for an additional water supply the
company stands ready to furnish it.
What is necessary or best for the city to

do is for its officers to decide.
Our proposal was submitted seventeen

months ago, and a full and public presentationof the whole subject was made by the
board of Underwriters 10 the Hoard of PublicImprovements, as stated, fourteen
months ago. Since that time we have
awaited the acceptance or rejection of our
offer.

"(Responsibility Not Ours."
The responsibility is not ours. It rests

with the Commissioner of Water Supply
and the Board of Public Improvements.
What is best to be done to meet the de-

[mil 1111 101" 11 luiuru mill aueuimic vvtfrti crav

ply for our grout city is tor them, to de
ternilne.
You ask to be informed as to the financial

ability of the company, its capital stock,
i bonded debt, assets and liabilities,
i The company has no debts or liabilities.

All its obligations have been paid as they
accrued. Its capital stock Is. as stated in

' its certificate of incorporation, $2,500,000.
Its financial ability is sufficient to enable
it to meet its obligations under the pro-posed contract. The names signed to the
petitions presented to the Board of Public
Improvements, asking that the contract be

' made, should afford a suttloieut guarantee
that all the capital necessary for the work
will be provided. As the city is not asked
to incur any obligation except to pay for
the water when it is delivered, and as the
construction of the works will be the best
security the city can receive, and as the
company will forfeit the amount of Its
bond to the city if it does not construct the
works, while the city cannot lose anything,
it should not be necessary for the company
to make a piiblic exposition of Its financial
affairs.

Same Power as Railroads.
The company has the same powers that

arc conferred by law upon railroad ^com-
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COURTS SUSTAIN
CHARTERS JOKER.

Justice Gaynor Says It Is
Lamentable, but Only

Too True.
Great Rarrington, Mass., Aug. 25.."I

read the published opinions of Judge Dillonand Mr. Do Witt with much sympathy,"said Justice William J. Gaynor, of
Brooklyn, who is spending his vacation
here, to-day. "But the Appellate Division
decision is against them."
Justice Gaynor referred to the suit of

Gleason against Dalton, the Water Commissioner,to enjoin a contract with the
eitv made by the Queens County Water
Company, a case similar to that of the
Kaiunpo contract. Justice Gaynor decided
in favor of Gleason, and granted the injunction.The Appellate Division reversed
It's decision.
"A man convince*! against his will is of

the same opinion still, said Justice Gaynor."I will not discuss the law of the
\ case, but it is lamentable beyond expressionif the charter allows such contracts.

"The Municipal Assembly," remarked the
Justice, "acts in public and we can know
all they do. But what arc the heads of the
city departments doing? Who knows? How
are they spending the millions? They can
act behind closed doors."

Hoot Calls for 51 More Keg-linen t«.
Washington, Aug. 25..The remaining three regimentsnecessary to make up the 35,000 volunteers,

the limit fixed by Congress, will be ordered out.
Secretary Hoot has determined to enlist one additionalregiment of colored volunteer troops and possiblytwo. He is favorably impressed with the
work already done by the colored troops. The
colonelcy of the new colored regiment has liecn
tendered to Lieutenant-Colonel W. P. Duvall, of
the Twenty-sixth Volunteer Infantry. It is the
understanding that many of the captains or lieutenantsfor the colored regiments will be colored

I men.

LER COLER.
i

Company's Plans andRe:iny.ClaimsConcern
ally Sound.
panles to secure property needed for its
purposes. It has done all tlmt the law requiresit to do to enable it to carry out the
proposed contract. It has expended a large
amount in accurate surveys and other pre
liminary work upon the water, sheds, where
it has vested Interests, and has secured all
the property and rights necessary to proceedwith the construction of its works at
t>ne4.
You ask for copies of all maps made as

a result of surveys for the company.
Our proposal is to furnish 200,000,000 gallonsof water per day. There are forty-four

maps covering the Esopus and Catskl'i
watersheds, in Ulster and Greene counties,
wlr'cli sheds will yield a supply of 550,000,000gallons daily, no part of which would be
drawn from reservoirs less than 420 feet
above tide, as specified in the proposed contract.
These maps are filed, as required by law,

in thosie comities, where they are a part of
the public records, it, is not practicable to
give you copies of them, but our chief engineerwill give your engineers all desired
Information about them.
The reports and plans of our engineers,

you ask for. cover a period of many years

during which our surveys and plans have
been made. They include the elaborate
calculations of the late William J. McAlplne.who was the chief engineer of the
company.

Decline* to Show Report*.
These plans and reports are too voluminousto be copied; and they are the

private property of the company. They
should not go out of its possession or be
made a part of the public records.
As the city will not have any. responsi-

blllty for the work and cannot be involvedin any loss on account of it, it
cannot be necessary for your engineers to
pass upon our plans.
Our chief engineer will, however, give

your engineers any data relating to them
that can be properly made public: which
will be, I believe, all the information in relationto our plans that you will think it
necessary to have.
The estimates of our engineers made for

the company as to the cost of construction
are also private property.
The capital Is ready to construct the

works without risk or liability, or the expenditureof a dollar by the city, which
cannot incur any loss. And every dollar
expended in construction by the company
will be so much additional security for the
performance of our contract. Very truly
yours, SILAS B. DUTCHER.


